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witness to war is an eye opening retelling of the war experience through the private diaries kept by people from all walks of life and from
many countries the twentieth century s second world war announced its arrival from a distance and as early as spring 1938 city dwellers
across europe expected destruction on an epic scale men women and children most of whom had never kept a diary before began to
chronicle their own responses to what they knew would be a unique moment in world history the cast of characters represented in these
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diaries more than three hundred in number ranges from politicians soldiers and spies to ordinary citizens and housewives from a london
schoolboy watching v 1 doodlebugs from his bedroom window to an interned german refugee robbed and beaten by british troops many
others are famous and this collection includes rare material from figures such as joseph goebbels joyce grenfell jean paul sartre evelyn
waugh and noël coward it also contains the insights of many who were close to winston churchill and adolf hitler most of these diaries
involved a degree of danger and secrecy in occupied europe a captured diary could betray friends and relatives to the enemy some were
downright illegal such as those kept by soldiers on the front line more than half a century after the end of the war these hidden treasures
the voices of the past are still being unearthed many of these accounts languished unread unpublished and gathering dust in scholarly
archives around the world richard aldrich has devoted two decades to sustained research in more than a dozen countries this is war at first
hand described in the most immediate terms not mediated through the voice of peripheral observers or shaded by fading memory or
political allegiances

margot asquith was the wife of herbert henry asquith the liberal prime minister who led britain into war in august 1914 asquith s early war
leadership drew praise from all quarters but in december 1916 he was forced from office in a palace coup and replaced by lloyd george
whose career he had done so much to promote margot had both the literary gifts and the vantage point to create in her diary of these years
a compelling record of her husband s fall from grace an intellectual socialite with the airs if not the lineage of an aristocrat margot was both
a spectator and a participant in the events she describes and in public affairs could be an ally or an embarrassment sometimes both her
diary vividly evokes the wartime milieu as experienced in 10 downing street and describes the great political battles that lay behind the
warfare on the western front in which asquith would himself lose his eldest son the writing teems with character sketches including lloyd
george a natural adventurer who may make or mar himself any day churchill winston s vanity is septic and kitchener a man brutal by nature
and by pose never previously published this candid witty and worldly diary gives us a unique insider s view of the centre of power and an
introduction by michael brock in addition to explanatory footnotes and appendices written with his wife eleanor provide the context and
background information we need to appreciate them to the full

the extraordinary diaries of thomas cairns livingstone represent twenty years of gorgeously idiosyncratic daily records of a middle class
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glasgow household over a period spanning shortly before the great war to the early 1930s

richard brown kept a personal war diary throughout the whole of world war ii in it he recorded the war news as he perceived it gleaned from
newspapers the wireless and hearsay along with describing the development of the war he has captured an image of life in wartime britain
with rationing blackout restrictions interrupted sleep the prospect of evacuation and the enormous burden placed on civilians coping with a
full time job as well as war work mr brown was a well informed man who made his own judgements his attitude to the war is fascinating as
he never doubts ultimate victory despite being impatient and scathing about the conduct of the war his observations range from the pithy to
the humorous and scathing above all his diaries reflect the moral and social attitudes of the period and the desire to be fully involved in the
war effort they also totally refute the argument that the british public were kept in ignorance of the bad news

tauchen sie ein in die dramatischsten und zugleich wenig bekannten kapitel des ii weltkriegs ein buch das die letzten tage an der elbe mit
bisher unveröffentlichten details und packender präzision beleuchtet lassen sie sich fesseln von einer geschichte die sie so noch nie
gelesen haben klappentext im april 1945 während der ii weltkrieg auf seinen finalen höhepunkt zusteuerte tobten an der elbe bei lauenburg
die letzten erbitterten kämpfe die letzte front enthüllt erstmalig die dramatischen ereignisse dieser tage basierend auf bislang unbekannten
tatsachen den berichten der letzten zeitzeugen und jahrzehntelanger akribischer forschung von der letzten deutschen offensive bei uelzen
bis hin zu den entscheidenden gefechten an der elbe dieses buch nimmt sie mit in die wirren der letzten kriegstage sind sie bereit die
wahrheit hinter den letzten schlachten des ii weltkriegs zu entdecken die autoren andré feit und dieter bechtold beide mit militärischem
hintergrund in der panzertruppe der bundeswehr bringen ihre expertise ein die die letzte front zu einem unverzichtbaren werk für militärisch
und geschichtlich interessierte macht mit akribischer recherche und einzigartigen quellen gelingt es ihnen anhand von über 180 bildern
zeichnungen und dokumenten die  dramatischen ereignisse  zwischen geesthacht  und dömitz  lebendig  nachzuzeichnen dieses  buch
beleuchtet nicht nur die strategische und historische relevanz der letzten schlachten sondern fesselt durch packende details wie den kampf
um die brückenköpfe die luftschlachten und das letzte panzergefecht in schleswig holstein ein muss für alle die geschichte nicht nur lesen
sondern erleben wollen lassen sie sich diese einmalige gelegenheit nicht entgehen ein stück zeitgeschichte neu zu entdecken bestellen sie
jetzt die letzte front und erfahren sie die wahrheit hinter den letzten kriegstagen bevor sie in vergessenheit gerät
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admiral john s mccain and the triumph of naval air power covers the life and professional career of adm john s mccain sr 1884 1945
spanning most of  the first  half  of  the twentieth century mccain s life and career highlight  the integration of  aviation into the navy
emphasizing the evolution of the aircraft carrier from a tactical element of the fleet stressing sea control to a strategic force capable of long
range power projection although much of the book focuses on carrier aviation mccain was instrumental in the emergence of flying boats
considered essential for long range reconnaissance in the pacific one of the senior officers branded as johnny come latelys by pioneer
aviators  mccain  nevertheless brought  fresh approaches and innovation to  naval  aviation his  prewar  and initial  wartime commands
encompassed tender based and shore based aviation which were critical to early operations in the pacific yet mccain also understood the
power and potential of carrier based aviation initially as commanding officer of the uss ranger before the war then as a carrier task force
commander under adm william f halsey in the pacific in 1944 and 1945 moreover he served tours as chief of the bureau of aeronautics and
the first deputy chief of naval operations air in 1942 1944 in these posts he witnessed and played a role in the culmination of naval air
power as a means of delivering crippling blows to the enemy s homeland mccain was among only a handful of officers who achieved
prominence during the war and who had experience in all of these varied and challenging levels of command

major general james g harbord s letters to his wife about his experience as it was happening during world war i

world war ii rises in its vastness and complexity over the rest of human history a number of victims difficult to conceive never surpassed by
any other conflict the masses of men women and resources mobilized in a conflict that shook even the most remote ends of the planet the
ideological battle between totalitarianism and democracy between fascism and communism the passions and hatred that it aroused the
unimaginable horror and fanaticism of the holocaust geopolitical games the repetition of world war i on an even more dire scale the war
was a gigantic melting pot of violence power and ideology that will leave an indelible scar on human history this diary of the second world
war has been able to cover all facets of the conflict and is a fundamentally empirical work which narrates events as they occurred rejecting
value judgments and therein lies its value it is an insurmountable encyclopedia on war both as a reference textbook and as an audiobook
the world war ii diary represents a milestone in this field this complete 73 hour series is available in audiobook ebook and as an audiovisual
on prime in this book we offer you the month of january 1945 day by day and enhanced with real images
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this is the diary of military service kept by douglas hudson from 3rd september 1939 to release in spring 1946 he wrote about how he felt at
the time and what he saw in not quite six and a half years a diary like this one was strictly against regulations so it had to be kept secretly

from the author of the international bestseller zlata s diary comes a haunting testament to how war s brutality affects the lives of young
people spanning from world war i to the war in iraq that continues today

part scrapbook part memoir this wonderfully colourful and eloquent diary brims with vivid observations providing a rare snapshot of what life
was like on the home front during the first world war amateur artist animal lover and keen writer of letters to the papers mrs bilbrough
witnessed the men leaving for war her husband kenneth a banker in the city was fortunately too old to be called up the horses at waterloo
waiting to be transported to france bombings and airraids the introduction of  the daylight  saving bill  and food price increases her
consternation as the price of a tin of tongue rose from 2 to 4 6 is clear she also writes at her outrage at the shooting of british nurse edith
cavell her sadness when lord kitchener is drowned at sea her alarm as zeppelins flew over kent and her anger at the wide ranging german
atrocities her relief as war ended is palpable peace the armistice is signed the day has come at last and it is ours interspersed with her
daily jottings are cuttings and cartoons her own watercolours and drawings and the colourful flags that were sold to raise money for the
troops charming yet moving this diary gives us a taste of what it was really like to live through the great war seen from the perspective of an
acute social observer

a unique first world war diary illustrated with more than a hundred stunning pencil sketches for children learning history and also for adults
interested in a new perspective on the war and authentic wartime artefacts russell rabjohn was just eighteen years old when he joined up to
fight in the first world war in his three years of soldiering he experienced the highs and lows of army life from a carefree leave in paris to the
anguish of seeing friends die around him like many soldiers he defied army regulations and recorded everything he saw and felt in a small
pocket diary private rabjohn was a trained artist and as such he was assigned to draw dugouts map newly captured trenches and sketch
the graves of his fallen comrades this allowed him to carry an artist s sketchbook on the battlefield a freedom he put to good use drawing
everything he saw here in vivid detail are images of the captured pilot of a downed german biplane the horrific flanders mud a german
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observation balloon exploding in midair and the jubilant mood in the streets of belgium when the armistice is finally signed with no surviving
veterans of the first world war rabjohn s drawings are an unmatched visual record of a lost time award winning author john wilson brings his
skills as a historian and researcher to bear carefully curating the diary to provide context and tell the story of private rabjohn s war he has
selected each of the diary entries and the accompanying images and has provided the background that modern day readers need to
understand what a young soldier went through a century ago the result is a wonderfully detailed and dramatic account of the war as seen
through an artist s eyes

gathered together all the surviving diaries written by russian children during the second world war that it has been possible to find and now
for the first time in seventy years the sic these diaries have been brought together in a single volume more than half of the thirty five diaries
included in this collection are published here for the first time back cover

the special operations executive soe also known as churchill s secret army or the ministry of ungentlemanly warfare was born from churchill
s vision to set europe ablaze it was formed to conduct espionage and sabotage in enemy occupied territory as well as aid local resistance
groups in their own irregular warfare after d day it played a crucial role in the liberation of europe however tom keene s book reveals for the
first time how close it came to never existing at all many saw soe as a threat to the existence of mi5 and other intelligence agencies and
some in the armed forces refused to work with the new agency fearing its broad remit and lack of experienced operatives soe in turn
became ever more secretive hiding detail  s of their operations from anyone outside the agency this backstabbing climate of rivalry
confusion and secrecy within the higher echelons of government not only nearly destroyed soe but also had tragic repercussions for the
daring commandos who took part in the legendary cockleshell raid cloak of enemies exposes the secret war in the shadows and backrooms
of whitehall during the second world war and its far reaching consequences
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